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Fairyland, makes him unexpectedly enter the hall, fol-
lowed by Ponocrates. He is no more a giant, but a wise
and accomplished sovereign, who drinks gravely to the
health of the company, and listens to the discussion.
The philosopher evades every question, and will return
a direct answer to no single point. He pleases Gar-
gantua, however, who leaves the company with many
compliments.
Judge Bridlegoose, who should have been consulted
next, is unavoidably absent, having to attend a higher
court than his own in order to give reasons for a certain
judgment. Six chapters are devoted to this famous case.
The judge, now an old man, has decided in his official
capacity upwards of four thousand cases, his decisions
having, for the most part, been accepted as just and
proper. It is therefore a very hard thing for him to be
summoned in his old age to defend and explain his
judgment.
" For all excuse, lie replied nothing more than that he was
become old, and his sight was not so good as it had been;
alleging the various miseries and calamities which age brings
with it. Therefore it was that he did not see the number of
the dice so clearly as in the past time. Whence it might be
that just as Isaac, being old and seeing imperfectly, took
Jacob for Esau, so lie, in the decision of the case in question,
might have taken a four for a five, especially as at this time
he made use of his small dice."
In point of fact the good old judge has never used any
other method in his decisions than to throw the dice, a
plan which, in all simplicity, he believes to be that fol-
lowed by all his brethren. Chance has always ruled his
verdict. Yet he reads, examines, notes, and makes